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Festive Coaching Events Benefit Library 


A four-in-hand coadi rambling 
down a country lane is truly a sight 
to behold^ vdusking one back to a 
time when life's pages turned more 
slowly. To catch si gh t of just one 
coach is a beat; to witness the 26 
that turned out for the National 
Sporting Library's Coaching 
Weekend Sept. 28^30 was a truly 
memorable experience. 

"The 2007 Coaching Event at 
UppervUle was beyond compare,“ 
writes Keswick, Va., foxhunter 
Susan Monticelli. Monticelli, along 
with 2,000 other spectators, was on 
hand Saturday to view the 
Presentation of Coaches at the 
UppervUle Colt and Horse Show 
grounds. "Ladies were adorned in 
every hat imaginable, sporting 
tweed or plaid blankets for warmth. 
The gentlemen drivers were equally 
immaculate in their suits and 
bowlers or top hats, v^dlipa at hand 
as they casu^ly waited their turn. 
And of course, each carriage had at 
least one well-dressed fbotinan to 
head the horses." 

It was the horses, however^ that 
really turned heads. "Sheer ele* 
gan ce oozed from a team of long- 
legged black Dutch geldings, all 
trimmed with high white stoclangs 
and blazes," writes Monticelli, 
referring to the Dutch sport horses 
that Richard Sanford of Qiadds 
Ford, Pa,, handled. The horses 
pulled an 1890 road coach, the 
Tantivy, a sister to the 1885 Twtivy 
that Louis G. Piancone's Dutdi- 
bred Gelderlanders pulled, 

Piancone's team, too, had its 
share of admirers, "There was one 
team of bay Gelderlanders that took 
the oowd's breath away," said 
Fairfax, Va^ spectator Erica Bocaner, 
"As the team rounded the bend to 
the grandstand, the two lead horses 
were almost doing a passage in uni¬ 
son," she said, referrmg to a dres¬ 



The VSdng/ driven by wfiip Ovrles leads cmdies up UangoUen's dritiauiy Sept. 29, 


sage movement where horses per¬ 
form a hi gh ly elevated and very col¬ 
lected trot, moving with great 
impulsion. "Without a doubL the 
images of that event are burned into 
my memory forever." 

Throughout the weekend, two 
types of open-air vehicles were in 
evidence; road coaches, ori gin ally 


intended as public conveyances 
between two dties, and the smaller 
park dr ags , or private coaches. Each 
vehicle carried about 10 passengers 
up top, along with two specialized 
footmen, or grooms, responsible for 
"fronting" the team of horses when¬ 
ever the coach stopped. The 
contmued on page 2 
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Ic n^k: Bohby Dreyen Ann CaUer, Donald Colder. 
Front: Whip Dr. Cojy Mon tsdeoea and Patricia Aitschui 


Coaching Weekend 

continued from page 1 


"whips,” or drivers, sat slightly ele¬ 
vated, usually with a spouse on 
their right and the passengers 
behind. 

Over a three-day period, whips 
and their passengers Raveled over 
some of Virginia's most beautiful 
country lanes. "Where is there a 
prettier place to drive than here?" 
asked NSL board member 
Jac<pieline L. Ohrstrom, who co- 
chaired the event with George A. 
'Trolic" Weymoudv of Chadds 
Ford, Each day Ohrstrom drove 
four (and sometimes five) Haclmey 
ponies, which pulled a 2003 park 


Mr, ond Mrs. Donaid Brmmm gmcamsfy 
provided Uangolkn for Soturdo^'t 
brundi and evening gplo. 


drag bu£t spedfically for them, 
Weymouth’s graduated team of 
Hackney horses pulled a 1904 
Brewster park dra g. 

The whips came from eve^ cor¬ 
ner of America. S. Tucker S, Johnson 
and his wife, Charlotte, came from 
Hobe Sound, Fla., with a team of 
German warmbloods pulling a 
Brewster Blue park drag. From the 
opposite direction came Canadians 
Ted and Vvette Swendson. whose 
fuzzy brown dun Fjord ponies, to 
spectators' delight pulled an 1880 
park dra g. Erik M and Mary Jensen 
brought black Hackney-Qydesdale 
oossbreds and an 1890 Holland and 
Holland park drag all d\e way from 
Franktown, Colo. Harvey and Mary 


Jac^ueitne Ohrstrom, George 'Frotic' 
Weytnouhi ai SurvUnf's barque luncheon, 
Soiem groundSj Uppervtlle. 

Waller of Stockbridge, Mass., repre¬ 
sented New England. 

The weekend kicked off 
Thursday, with a Welcome Reception 
for whips at the Library in the 
evening and a volunteers' dinner at 
Jack and Judidi Ayers Burke’s house 
in Middleburg. On Friday, the first of 
the three days' worth or drives took 
place. Whips drove passengers on an 
11-mile ride north on WillisviUe 
Road, throu gh Bloomfield, and then 
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Jwmy Hatdv, lefl, vtth spmior Ccmtte 
Ouidfwy and NSL Board Oiamnan Manud 
H. Johnson el e Welcome F^cepHm for 
sponsors end volunleerSt heldetlhe 
fJetionel Sporting LOnttry Frtdey. 


south on Greengarden. That evening 
sponsors and volunteers were feted 
at the Library; while whips and 
spouses atten<Jed a dinner hosted by 
Jacqueline B. Mars, NSL ^Tce 
Ch^iman. 

Saturday's ll-mile ride ended at 
Llangollen on Trappe Road in 
Upperville, where an elegant lunch¬ 
eon awaited whips, grooms and pas¬ 
sengers. Coinddent^y, it turned out 
that Phyllis Wyeth and Jamie 
O’Rourke of Chadds Ford drove a 
coadi once belon gin g to Liz Whitney 
Tippett, who lived at Llangollen for 
the 58 years following her mar riag e 
to John Hav "Jock" Whitney in 1930. 
Today the farm is owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Brennan, who gra- 
dously provided it for Saturday's 
luncheon and the evening’s g^, 


Celhertne 'Bundles ' Murdodc of 
Msddleburg and fec^udine Mars of The 
Plams enjoy feshviHes al the Saturday 
^txnmg geie el Uangollen. 

which dose to 400 people attended. 
Peter Duchin and his Ordiestra pro¬ 
vided the music. 

For the Llangollen events. Hector 
and Karen Alcalde donated 3,000 
roses flown in from South America, 
and they, along with whip John 
White Ox Hobok^ NJ^ ^1^ spon¬ 
sored a Friday grooms’ dinner. 

The final day, Sunday, took in the 
sights of Piedmont’s “Friday'* coun¬ 
try including memorable views of 
ph£anthropist Paul Mellon’s Rokeby 
Farm. The weekend wrapped up 
with a barbeque luncheon at Salem 
Farm, hosted by Jacqueline C^irstrom 
and Frolic Weymou&L 

Local participants included 
Charles Matheson of Middleburg 

contmued on page 6 


Whips 

Participating in 
Coaching 
Weekend 

Sept. 28-30, 2007 

Hector Alcalde, Ailmgtoa Va. 

dona Austin, Wetisdale, Fla. 

lames A. Gcaruto, Soudum Fxnea N.C 

KeH Hfrsd)hcn\ John Stampa Aiksx S£. 

Howard Faiard. Framm^ham, Maas. 

|(^m Frazier Hunt, Spring Ci^, Pa. 

Jim Hundley Ridvnond. Va. 

Joelauungs, Aifentown. N.f. 

Enk M fenoGit Franktowrv Colo. 

S. TUcktf S. Jdutton. Hobe Soufri. Fla. 

Dougin Kemmete^ Middleburg Va. 

Sandy I^met Upperville, Va. 

Marilyn Madariane, Simpsonrille, Ky. 

Paul Martin )r. New HoUand. Fa 

Charles Madieaon VAlliam Staples, 
Middleburg Va. 

DEGaryMontsdeoo, Sebnn^Pia 

Mjv Geor^ L C^uvtrom, |&, 

TheFlaina Va. 

Louis nancone, dadston^ N.|. 

Claire Reid. Southern Fxnea N.C. 

Dc Dcnald |. RoeaD, dierta Spnnga Pa. 

Richard D. Santofd, dudds Ford. Pa 

led Swenlaon. Calgary Alberta, Canada 

Harvey Wallet StodcMdge, Ma« 

lack V^^taeL Aiken. S.C 

GeorgeA 'ProliC' Weymoudv 
Chad^Ford, Pa. 

|(^F. Whita Hcbckov N,|. 


Id nghl: lames U'Rourie, Pnyuo Wyethj Mirm Abd srmtti end Juafin end Nancy Wiley. 


PhylbaM. Wyeth, lame (yitaiiike 
Wiloongtorv Del 
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And They're Off... 
Thirty-three Researchers Vie for the 
John H. Daniels Fellowship 

The competition for the John H. Daniels Fellowship has left the ^te with a 
full field of contenders. Instead of the 10 or 12 expected, the Library received 
38 applications from researchers across the Unit^ States and from nine for¬ 
eign countries, indudmg Great Britain, Ireland, Sweden, and South Africa. 

"The excellent quality and well-thought-out ideas presented in these appli¬ 
cations makes the task difficult for loosing the finalists. Jade Daniels would 
be bursting with enthusiasm for eadr one if he was here to share in this task 
with usf" said Librarian Lisa Campbell. 

Named in honor of beloved Library pation and supporter John H. Daniels 
(]921'2006), the Fellowship was established last year in nis memory. This year 
marks the first widespread call for applications. Fellowship guidelines 
required applicants to submit a proposal for a researdi topic that would make 
use of the Library's book, manuscript, and archival collections. Fellows wiU 
be in residence at the Library next year for the duration of their fellowship 

"The variety and aeativity of proposed projects demonstrates that horse 
and field sports are indeed vital and timely areas of study," Fellowship 
Coordinator^ Liz Tobey remarked. "Not only did we receive applications from 
people in the anticipated fields of history and American studi^, but ^1^ from 
scholars of anthropology, ait history, literature, theatre, and economics." 

Proposed projects include reseaid) on the horse in America (for an upcom¬ 
ing exhibition at the University of Kentucky Art Museum); evolution of sta¬ 
ble design in the United States and Europe; horse portraits by American 
painter Edward Troye; dogs in British culture; a biography of Grand National 
steeplechase winner Battleshm; rural sports in the l^tn-centuiy Chesapeake 
region; and women and show horses in late 19th/early 20di-century 
America. 

Review of the applications has already begun, a task undertaken by the 
Fellowship Committee. The Committee consists of Tobey; President & CEO 
Nancy Parsons, Librarian T.iaa Campbell; and members of the Board of 
Directors, Jacqueline B. Mars and Peter Winants. Two external members, 
Marty Daniels (the daughter of John H. and Martha Daniels) of Camden. &C., 
and Angus Trumble. a curator at the Yale Center for British Art in New Haven, 
Conrt. will also partidpate in selecting fellows. The meeting to select r>ext 
year's fellowship redpients has been s^ for November 28th. and the Libraiv 
will announce the new fellows shortly after 


Kentucky Visitors 
Enjoy Library 

Bill Cooke (right). Director of 
the International Museum of the 
Horse in Lexington, Ky., and 
Btegistrar Travis Robinson (left) 
expressed delight after visiting the 
National Sporting Library in early 
August. "Being my first visit after 
all these years, it was just a heck of 
a lot more than I was really antid- 
pating. It really was the hi gh light 
of our trip to D.C.," said Cooke. 
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Munnings Symposium Planned for Saturday, February 9, 2008 


The NaHon^ Sporting Library 
plans its first research symposium. 
R^ectwts on a life of Ait and Sport: A 
S^posium on the Work of Sir Alfred 
in February in conjunction 
with die exhibition. Ejections on a 
L/fr with Horses: Sir Alfred J, 
Munnin^' Paintings from the Paul 
Mellon Coilection on loan from the Yale 
Center for British Art, which closes on 
March 30, 2008. Scholars from vari¬ 
ous museums will speak on a num¬ 
ber of topics relating to the life of the 
British painter; Sir Alfred Munnings 
(1878-1959) whose brilliant paintings 
of racehorses and sporting scenes 
have graced the Founders’ Room 
since the exhibition opened on May 
20th. 

The symposium will explore, 
among many topis, Munnings^ rela¬ 
tionship to collector and philandiro- 
pisl Paul Mellon (1907-1999), the 
centenary of whose birth is being 
celebrate this year The paintings 
on exhibition once belong^ to Mr 
MelJort 

Moderated by Timothy J, Gieenan. 
member of the Library’s Board of 
Directors, the symposium will 
include the following lectures: 



Alfred /. Muming'i Newmarket Stan, 
dated 1947. 


• "Munnings and Modernity," 
Mitchell Merting, Fh.D., Paul 
Mellon Curator wd Head of the 
DeparOnent of European Art, 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 
Rioimond, Va. 


• "Sir Alfred Munnings' Paul 
Mellon on Dublin (1933) in 
Context,’' Angus Trumble, 
Curator of Paintings and 
Sculpture, Yale Center for 
British Art, New Haven, Conn. 


♦ "The Munnings Difference," 
Lorian Peralta-Ramos, indepen¬ 


dent scholar. New Canaan, 
Conn. 

♦ "Sir Alfred: Early Influences 
and die East Anglian Land¬ 
scape," Diane Roe, Admin¬ 
istrator and Curator; Sir Alfred 
Munnings Museum, Dedham, 
Essex, England. 

’The lectures will be followed by a 
par>el discussion. 

’The symposium is part of the 
Library's continued efforts to culti¬ 
vate scholarship and research in the 
area of horse and field sports. "A 
symposium is a great place for 
scholars with similar interests to 
exchange ideas." said Liz Tobey, 
who is coordinating the event. "We 
are reaching out to museums and 
universities in die hopes that more 
people will become aware of the 
Library and come here to use our 
collections." 

Seating is limited and there 
will be a nominal registration fee. 
For more information or to 
receive a brochure, please contact 
Liz Tobey at 540-687-6542 ext 25 
or etobey@nsl.org. 


Charles Matheson's On The Run celebrated 


Charles Matheson, a longtime 
supporter and friend of the Library, 
shared his experiences on a 
’Thursday evening when he talked 
about his recently-published book. 
Hunting Sketches On &e Run. The 
book, illustrated with Matheson's 
evocative watercolors, documents 
the days he spent following the 
Orange County Hunt while recover¬ 
ing from an injury last fall. 

Matheson sketched from life the 
fields and woodlands between 
Middleburg and The Plains that he 
got to kr>ow from days tiackang the 
elusive fox. His watercolor washes 
capture, in quidc stiokes, the sights 
of a typical day's hunting, rendered 
in a style reminiscent of the British 
artist J.M.W. Turner, whom 
Matheson dtes as an inspiratiort 
Historical hunt diaries and journals, 
many consulted in the Rare Book 
Btoom of the NSL. also inspired him. 


The resulting sketdies have such an 
immediate and lively quality that 
one reader; upon reading Hunting 
Sketches on the Run, said he "felt that 
he had had a full day of fox hunt¬ 
ing." Another noted mat the water- 
colors "really convey v^dly our coun¬ 
tryside is so special." 

Matheson selected Daniel Fannon 
of Alexandria. Va^ to tiansform his 
watercolors onto the printed pages 
and to supervise fine-tuning the 
details, from the color corrections to 
the selection of print type. "I wanted 
at least a line's-worth of space," 
explained Matiiesort "Someone once 
told me the most important part (of 
the page) was the blank space. I 
wanted people to 'read between the 
lines’" 

Fortunately, Matheson's injury 
has not put an end to his foxhuntir^ 
days. On Thursday evening 
Matheson mentioned that he had 



Charles Matheson shared fas htmhng 
experienees at his Oet. IS book signmg. 


hunted that very morning with the 
Green Spring Valley liounds in 
Glyndon, Md. "What a great life this 
sport brings to me and to those who 
partidpate," he said. ty 

—Elizabeth To6ey 
The NSL Newsletter, Fall 2007 • 5 • 






Grisone Translation Nearing Completion 


Since Januaiy, inaugural John H. 
Daniela Fellow Elizabeth Tobey has 
been translating a 1550 edition of 
Federico Grisone’s Qt Ordrni di 
Copoican (The Rules of Riding), 
Giiscne's ted is considered by many 
scholais to be the first in Ea^ Madem 
Europe Id deal directly with manege, 
or hoBemanship - wnat we r^er to 
iDd^ as dressage. 

Tobey collaborated with De 
F ederica Dagan, an adjunct professor 
of Italian at the Univezaty of Maryland 
at College Part; Id provide an updated 
^anslatiort (Thomas BlundevUle's 
1566 book, 77*e Fm/er Oag^t Offices 
Betcngying to Horsemanskippe, was 
adapt^ crocn Grisone's wo^ but to 
date there has been no literal English 
trartslabon that we kitow of.) 

Ibbey tackled the initial translation 
and compiled a glossary of words, aT>d 
Deigan ^ted Ibbey's banslabon. 

'Tertups the most challenging part 
has b een breaking down Grisorte’s 
sentoices into manageable chunks," 

4f 

literary style of the period was to write 
in long run-on sentences. Some of 
Griscfie's senterrees go on for trrore 




utitoMt tkvi 

« 11 



MELLONE CON DUl FALU (cibb 
anelktd) perogni banda vicino il nodo. 
Melon Ht with two rmgs (orliRle 
lings) on each side near the Joml, an 
UIvstration from 1550 edition; 

Fedmeo Gmone, GU Otduu Cavakare 
rriie JtWes o/Rjdingl, Napien GtOMn 
PaoUf Suganappo, 1550. 


than a page. It is a delicate balance 
between being faithful Id the original 
Italian and making the ted friendly to 
the reader in English." 

Deigan discovered a tool online 
that has aided the translation 
process—an electronic version of 
Giovanni Florio’s Italian-to-English 
dictionary, Queen Anna's New twrtd 
of Words, first published in London 
in 1611. Tobey was astounded to 
find out that Florio’s dictionary 
included many of the equestrian 
terms mentioned in Grisone that do 
not appear in modem dictionaries, 
"The variety of terms defined in 
Florio—including spedfic words for 
coat colors and bit hardware—is 
truly breathtakir^ It shows how the 
horse pervaded* the culture of 
Renaissance Italy—including its 
vocabulary," she said, 

Tobey finished ^anslating the 248 
pages of text in mid-September, She 
will spend the remainder of her fel¬ 
lowship tenure revising and annotat¬ 
ing the translation and writing 

essays pladng the deatise in its his¬ 
torical context. A bound copy of the 
translation will be available at the 
Library by early January. Next 
spring Tobey hopes to make avail¬ 
able a web-based version. %•* 


Coaching Weekend 

contmuedfrom page 3 

driving VS^am Staples' Hackney- 
Clyde^ale oosses; Sandy Lemer of 
Upperville with whip Paul Tyrrell 
driving grey English Shires; Hector 
Alcalde of Middleburg with grey 
Andalusians; and Doug Kemmerer; 
who piloted a team of chestnut 



Mr and Mrs. Alanue/ ti. fofinstm. 
Mr lohnsm ie N5L Board CHarmian. 


Thoroughbreds. 

"The event was a triumph in so 
many ways," said Nancy Parsons, 
President and CEO of the Library. "It 
was a great fundraiser and it brought 
many wonderful people together in 
support of the Library. The opportu¬ 
nity to have the luncheon and gala at 
Llangollen really made it extraordi¬ 
nary We're so grateful to the Bren¬ 
nans for sharing their home," 

To pull off* an event like the 
Coadung Weekend is an amazing 
feat It starts with the horses, coadi 
owners, and "whips," the last two 
who in many instances are one and 
the same. Owners are key; besides 
acquiring and Gaining their horses, 
there's the finandal and psychologi¬ 
cal commibnent required to bans- 
port the team and spare mounts, the 
coach itself, grooms, and trunks 
filled with harnesses to the event,.. 
not to mention boxes of coadiing 

C raphemalia, from extra gray top 
ts to multiple pairs of women's 
gloves. Once on site, a lot of effort 
goes into making sure that the hors¬ 
es, harnesses, and carriages are not 



Mr. and Mrs. 5, TUcker S. Jofinson 
iff Hoke Sovndr F3a. 


only clean and polished, but that 
everything is atiamed as it should be 
and safe. Many coaches that were 
contmued on page 11 
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Thomas Jefferson and Horses Inaugurates Saturday Lectures 


Professor Carrie Douglass, a cul¬ 
tural anthropologist, gave a spirited 
lecture entitied "Thomas Jeff^son: 
Breeding and Buying Horses, 
Conixectine Family, Friends and 
Nei^bors* at the Library on 
Saturday, Oct. 20. The event marked 
the first of a series of Saturday after¬ 
noon lectures open to the public. 

Most sdiool children can redte 
spedfics of Jefferson’s distinguished 
career: president from 1801-1S09 as 
well as governor of Virginia, US, 
minister to France, secretary of state 
under George Washingtort, vice- 
president under John Aaams—and, 
of course, the author of the 
Declaration of Independence and 
the founder of the Universi^ of 
Mrginia. He alan distinguished him¬ 
self as an ardiitect, naturalist, and 
linguist. 

But how many people know that 
our third president was the consum¬ 
mate horseman, and that his favorite 
exerdse happened to be riding? 
"Thomas Jecnson rode two to thr« 
hours everyday to think, to muse, 
and even to sing. It was part of his 
own identity, and it brou gh t him sol¬ 
ace from the migraines he suffered," 
said Douglass. 

Because few historians have 
explored Jefferson’s relationship to 
horses, Douglass has taken a sabbat¬ 
ical from Mary Baldwin College in 
Staunton, Va., to do exactly that. Her 
end result will be a book that, in the 
course of covering Jefferson’s eques¬ 
trian pursuits, wih high light the role 
of the horse in colonial and post-rev¬ 
olutionary America, from lox hunt¬ 
ing and radng to the construction of 
bams and stables. 

In the course of her research at the 
Blobert H Smith International Center 
for Jefferson Studies at Monticello 
and the Albert and Shirley Small 
Spedal Collections Library at 
^Jderman Library at the University 
of Virginia, Douglass is also discov¬ 
ering the complex web of relation¬ 
ships around which horse dansac- 
tions revolved. ’The horse breeding 
buying and selling in vdiidi Jefferson 
indulged shed li^t on these relation¬ 
ships as much as they uncovered his 
equine preferences, 

'7^^on cemented relationships 
through br ee ding buying and selJ- 



Cu/tvnil onAropciegist Carrie Douglass, right, and Sandra ReM, a German natwe lirmg in 
Madrid, Spam, are both researdtmg at the Unrwrsityt^Virzinut Ubraries. 



ing horses," said Douglass. Douglass 
observed that the people involved in 
the horse transactions were as mean¬ 
ingful as the horses themselves, no 
matter how esteemed their lineage. 
She cited specific examples; for 
instance, Jefferson inherited the 
horse AQycrocker from his father-in- 
law, John Wayles, and later bred the 
mare (and many others) to an 


Nancy Parsons and Matthew Machiy Smith 
underneath a portrait cfhis Jather, Alexander 
Mack^ Smlh, one die Library’s^nders. 


important stud known as young 
Fearnought, owned by his good 
friend VV^lliam Dandridge n. CToung 
Fearnought was out of the celebrat¬ 
ed imported English turf champion 
Fearnought, owned by John Baylor.) 
One result was Caractacus, the horse 
Jefferson rode to escape the English 
troops in 1781. Tarquin. a retired 
race horse that Jefferson bought in 
Philadelphia from Wm. Fitzhiigh of 
Chatham, had a line ag e that con¬ 
nected Jefferson to Peyton Randolph 
(his first cousin once removed), John 
Harris, Nathaniel Harrison, as well 
as the Carter and Byrd studs, and 
Thomas Maim Blandolph, father of 
his then son-in-law. "He used horses 
to weave tapestries of relationships 
with others,’' emphasized Douglass. 

Jefferson's life (1743-1826) hap¬ 
pened to coindde with the advent of 
the Thoroughbred as a distmet breed, 
so plenty ox conrrections can be made 
between his horses and the 
Thoroughbreds’ foundation sires, 
espedally the Godolphin Arabian— 
conrrections that are relevant in this 
very century. 'Jefferson was breeding 
and buying horses who have a genet¬ 
ic relatioriship with championship 
race horses to^y," noted Douglass. 

Douglass’ book, entitled Themas 
J^erson and Horses (Univ. of Va. PressX 
is slated to come out in the near future, 
Aiui when it does, the Library will be 
sure to have a copy on its shelves! ib* 


—Louisa Woodviiie 
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Book Reviews 



Belair from the Begirmirtg: Shirley 
V. Balb. City ot Bovde Maseiuns, 
Bowie, Md. 2005. Pluj chapter 
Doles, endnotes and illustrated 
supplement. 150 pages. 

fliirley V. Ballz covers the politi¬ 
cal and familial history of Belair 
plantation at Bowie, outside 

Annapolis. Belair claims an unusual 
legacy because of its Thoroughbred 
breeding and Gaining activities that 
took place from the early 18th cert- 
fury through die mid-20th. The 
name Belair enters deed records 
about 1721 and at that time was 500 
aoes. Although its size was to 
increase several-fold through the 
years, it later faced subsequent 
reduction. Unfortunately by the end 
of the 20th century only nve acres 
remained, surrounded by the sadly 
inevitable cookie-cutter housmg. 

In 1731 Samuel Ogle (1694-1752) 
arrived in Maryland from England, 
Immediately he related himself to 
the landed gentry in Maryland both 
through marriage (to Arme Tasker, 
daughter of William and Ann 
Baden) and by involving himself in 
politics and society. In 1737 Ogle 
and Benjamin Tasker Sr. bou^t 
Belair. During their ownership of 
Belair, two accomplished English 
Thoroughbreds became the basic 
pair in Maryland Thoroughbred his¬ 
tory: Queen Mab and Spark (who 
had been pr esen ted to O^e by Lord 
Baltimore). Spark had an exemplary 


bloodline, and his sire was Aleppo, 
son of the Dailey Arabian. 

Benjamin Ogle, like his father, 
was interested in politics and 
became governor of Maryland. He 
also had an interest in racing, and a 
race is recorded in Annapolis in 
1747, at which time he entered a bay 
gelding. After Governor Ogle’s 
death in 1752, CoL Berqamin Tasker 
Jr. took over management of the 
plantation. Shortly thereafter. Tasker 
was advertising breeding at Belair, 
Selima, sired by the Godolphin 
Arabian, was brought to Belair^ thus 
adding to the aristoCTatic equine 
and human blood lines of that plan¬ 
tation. Under Tasker's management 
Belair reached almost mythic status 
for breeding, as noted in Fairfax 
Harrison’s volume The Belair Stud: 
1747’61. Jchn Hervey in Racing in 
America I desaibes Belair as 
"America’s oldest existing stud 
farm.’' Belair was wonderfully situ¬ 
ated in the middle of the Maryland 
horse country, which facilitated 
Thoroughbred breeding. 

The sporting history at Belair 
continued in the 19lh century when 
Governor Berqamin Ogle n (1739- 
1809) entered races at the 
Washington Jockey Chib in 1801. 
Horses and hounds often fit hand in 
glove; Benjamin Ogle n bred a padc 
of fox hounds, having bou gh t a pair 
of Irish hounds. However^ a perusal 
of 77te American Turf Register and 
Sporting Magazine from 18^ into the 
mid-lS30s reflects the departed 
ory of the Belair stud at that time, 
ough the bloodlines from Queen 
Mab, Spark and Selima continued, 
Belair remained in the Ogle family 
until about the Qvil War. 

In 1899 James T, Woodward of 
New York bou^t Belair; thus begin- 
rung a new diapter in the sporting 
history there. James Woodward 
intended to have a hunting preserve 
at which to entertain his friends, 
and in the 2Ctth century the 
Woodward faiiuly assumed the 
mantle of the Ogles by exemplifying 
wealth and prestige. The final mird 
of the bo^ is devoted to the 
exploits of the Woodwards. 

When Jairres T. Woodward died 


in 1910, his nephew, William T. 
Woodward, assumed leadership of 
the family, inheriting the fam£y 
sporting interests. William T. 
b^ame a member of the Jockey 
Qub in 1917 and later established a 
stable in England. He was very 
much a part of the coaching set, 
once making a 250 rrule trip to 
Belair from the Knickerbocker Oub 
on Staten Island. William T, also 
diversified the farm to include 
sheep and Clydesdales. In 1923 
Woodward hired James "Sunny 
Jim" Fi&simmons to train his horses, 
an association that would profit 
them both. 

When William T, died in 1953, he 
willed his estate to his son. William 
Jr. The "Woodward Stakes'* was 
established in New York at his 
death. VSTliiam Jr. and his wife Ann 
both enjoyed big game hunting. 
Also, Woodward's Nashua barely 
lost the Kentucky Derby in 1955. 
Later Nashua went on to fame and 
glory by winning tire greatest 
morrey in radng annals until that 
time. However; as seemed to hap¬ 
pen with owners of Belaid tragedy 
struck the Wxidwards wherv on 
October 31, 1955, William Jr. was 
shot by his wife Ann, apparently 
mistaking him for a burglar. 
Contioversy continues to this day as 
to Ann Woodward’s guilt or inno¬ 
cence. 

Shiriey V. Baltz fulfills her por- 
tiait of life at Belair through the ceT>- 
turies. The book corvdudes with a 
sumptuous collection of portiaits 
and engravings. For a more thor¬ 
ough reading of die radng connec¬ 
tion of Belair, one would do well to 
look at the works by Fairfax 
Harrison and John Hervey, 

—Pegram Johnson lU 

Correction 

The National Sporting 
Library regrets that it neglected 
to include Norman and Jean 
Fine as a $250 donor in its 2006 
Annual Report of Donors. 
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tEhe $Lopal Sook of 
horsemaiigfjiv. Joufilius 
Ann lini3))t(p Combat 


Aiilonio Franco Prelo (Translalor), 
Stev€n Mohlberg^r (Editor), The 
Royal Book of Jousting, Jforie* 
manship and Kni^tly Combat A 
TtanslatioH into English of King 
Dom Duarte’s 1^8 Treatise Uvro 
Da Ensinanfa De Bern Cavalgar 
Tbda Sela, '“The Art of Riding in 
Every Saddle," Highland Villag«, 
Tk. Chivalry Bookshelf, 2005. 149 
pages. 


I once had a riding insOuctor 
who constantly reminded her stu¬ 
dents that if you think you are going 
to you will, because the subcon- 
sdous mind cannot differentiate 
between positive and negative 
goals. Centuries before the advent 
of modem psychology, horsemen 
grappled widr such psychological 
challenges in addition to the physi¬ 
cal ones involved in learning to ride. 
In 15th-century Portu gal , King Dom 
Duarte (1391'1438) penned a treatise 
on horseman^p in which he made 
an analogy between learning to ride 
and learning to navigate uuough 
life. A recent translation into English 
by Antonio Franco Preto has rnade 
this very old text accessible to mod¬ 
em scholars and riders alike, 

Duarte outlined his treatise in 
eleven sections (only seven were 
completed, probably due to his pre¬ 
mature death), covering a numb^ of 
topics applicable to riding, including 
types or saddles, the rider's position 
upon the horse, use of the lance and 
spear in jousting and hunting, and 


use of the spurs. The king also 
included a sh^ chapter on ^ un¬ 
related sport of wresOing. 

In drawing analogies between 
riding and life. King Eiuarte tells his 
readers that "...we should behave in 
life acting in such a way that we stay 
firmly mounted on it, not falling 
down due to the malice of many." 
Duarte lists 16 qualities desired in a 
horseman, the first being to "stay 
firmly mounted on the reast" and 
the second to "r>ot to fear falling off 
the beast," Duarte’s preoccupation 
with maintaining the firmness of the 
rider's seat makes ser\se in the cot>- 
text of the period, when knights in 
battle had to "multitask"—direct 
the horse with the left hand while 
handling speai^ sword, and lance 
with the right. Given the heavy, 
cumbersome armor with whiA 
knights had to cope, Duarte exhorts 
his readers to practice techniques 
with and without armor 

In Section 1, Duarte reviews five 
different positions for sitting upon 
the horse, from the predominant 
"Bravante" style, where the riders' 
legs are extended and slighdy for¬ 
ward and the "Gmeta" style popu¬ 
lar in Portugal and Spain, wh^ the 
riders’ legs are flexeo at d\e knee, 

1 have just ^arulated Federico 
Grisone's "The Rules of Riding" (Gii 
Ordim di Caoalcare], first puUished 
in Naples in 1550, and comparing 
these two texts shed light on both 
the individuals and me times in 
whidi they lived. One hundred and 
twelve years separate the two 
authors, whose approaches are 
markedly distinct. While Grisone 
focuses on training and disciplining 
the horse to execute predse dosage 
movements, Duar% emphasizes 
Gaining the rider; as a means to a 
practical end, be it jousting, sword- 
nandling, or hunting wild animals 
on horseback. Although Grisone 
mentions techniques required in 
wac he considers ^ art or riding as 
an end in itself He exhaustively 
delves into various remedies and 
Gaining methods for correcting the 
horse’s mistakes and bad habits, 
while Duarte the king concentrates 
on the rider's physical and psycho¬ 
logical readiness to ride, whether for 
wac jousting, or hunting. He also 
urges his rider to develop a "perfect 
and virtuous" will whkh will con¬ 


quer his weaker desires aird tenden- 
des. In the chivalric culture of 
Duarte’s Portugal, riding was clearly 
not just a alt'll, but a test of the rider's 
draracter and honor. 

V\^ do not kiTow if Grisone read or 
knew about Duarte’s treatise, but we 
do kj>ow that the kir^s widow. Dona 
Leonora, brou^t Duarte’s original 
manusmpt to Naples; it is docu¬ 
mented as being in the dty until 1495, 
when it was sent to the Blois Library 
in France, Perhaps Grisone may have 
heard about the text—or; if it had 
b ee n &ansmbed, read a handwritten 
copy—although we do not know 
whether or not he read Portuguese, 

Antonio Franco Preto translated 
the ori gin al text from medieval to 
modem Portuguese and then into 
En gli sh, *1110 danslaKon is quite 
readable, although Preto’s word 
choices in English sometimes are 
awkward. The text has a few typo¬ 
graphical and spelling mistal^. 
Despite its flaws. The Royal Book of 
/ousting Horsemanship and Knighity 
Combat gives modem readers and 
riders insight into riding in the age of 
chivalCT. Althou gh rirfing practices 
have changed, Duarte’s ideas on the 
psydiology of riding are timeless. 

—Elizabeth Tdbey 


Faces at the Races: 
The Equine Culture 
in Wginia 

Faces at the Races: The Equine 
Culture in Virginia, a photo¬ 
graphic exhibition of steeple- 
ch^e owners, trainers, jockeys, 
and fans, will open in die 
Forrest E. Mars Sr. Hall this fall. 
"I find these large-format black- 
and-white portraits so com¬ 
pelling" says NSL Art Curator 
Betsy Manierre, "Photographer 
Glen McChire has captured the 
essence of Vir gin ia's ^rse cul¬ 
ture in the faces of the people- 
many of whom you're bound to 
recognize—he sees at local 
races and horse ^ows. It's art; 
it's anthropology—it’s us." 
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Recent Book Donations 


F.E.I. history - VS^ajn C. Steinkiaus, Darierv Conn., 
donated The FEi Championshipe: The History of the Worlds 
Omlinental and Eeghnal F.E.L Championships by Max E. 
Ammann (2007). Ine audtoi^ a noted equestrian journal¬ 
ist and pholographei^ amassed a we^th of facts and 
images from the founding of the F.E.I. to the present widt 
the support of the intematiortai equestrian community. 

Horse ui early China - Barbara C, Banks, Lincoln, Neb,, 
donated a bound copy of her Ph.D. dissertation 77;e 
Magicdf Poioers of the Horse Repeated in the Arckeoiogicai 
Explorations of Early China (1989). It covers areas or the 
history and representation of the horse in China as 
depicted in art and artifacts. 

Saratoga polo - Hal Qiaffee, Oiicago, DI,, dorrated 
Saratoga Po/o, 2007 Sumer Season Guide. This ruce refer- 
errce lists the season’s players along with history of 
Sarato ga and its summer events. 

Suffolk Downs - T. D. ’Thornton donated a copy of his 
recently published book Not By a Long Shot, about die 
famed New England Thoroughbred race course. 

Foxhunting films - Bette ). Smodc, Greenville, S.C, 
donated films, slides, audiocassettes, and pamphlets 
commemorating the 10th anniversary of the BeUe Meade 
Hunt. She and her late husband produced films on die 
hunt and on foxhunting in gener^. 

Horsemanship - The Chronicle of the Horse, Middlebur^ 
Va., donated 26 newly-published books on horseman¬ 
ship, trail riding, and training sent to the editors by 
publishers for review in their weekly eques&ian news 
magarine. 

Foxhound stud books - Mrs. Sherman Haight, 
Hamilton. Va., donated the first four volumes of 77i^ 


Err^fisA Foxhound Kennel Stud Book of America (1884-1926) 
compiled by A. Henry Higginson, ^id 19 volumes of The 
Foxhound funnel Sfud Elook of America. The donation alafi 
included 15 other books on fbxhourids, horsemanship, 
radng and side-saddle. 

Horsemanship - Pam Stokes Doriehower, Leesburg Va., 
donated 46 equestrian books and OT>e video by popular 
authors, horsemen, and horsewomen, all in very good 
conditiorL 


Thoroughbred stud records 
- Byron J, Rogers of Taylor- 
Made Stallion in Nicolas- 
ville, Ky, donated a beauti- 
fuUy-iUustrated 981-page 
volume that details the stud 
records of 205 intemational- 
N-acclaimed stallions. Great 
thoroughbred Sires of the 
World, which he co-authored 
with Jennifer Churchill and 
Andrew Reichard, was pub¬ 
lished in Australia, 2006. "We 
enjoyed working with Jerm- 
ifer when she visited the 
NSL to use the Wbolums Collection to wrap up her 
researdt As a result of her work, along with Rogers' and 
Reidiard’s, this book has a stunning amount of informa¬ 
tion in OT>e volume and will be a valued resource for 
researdiers," said Librarian Lisa Campbell Watch for the 
Winter 2008 newsletter that will feati^ a review! 


■•'.J 
_ _ 


Cn*«« 



lemifer Churdidl of Richmond, 
Austraife, eo^uthored the 
netidy-published Great 
VtOTOu^tbred Sira irflhe 
World. Churchill visited the 
L^rerytn October 2004 to 
complete her research. 



NSL Sponsors 
Chronicle Cup 


National Sporlir^ Library 
Chairman Mwuel ^ Johnson, 
center, pr e s en ts winniiig owner- 
beiner Randolph D. Rouse, left, 
with the Chronicle Cup trophy, 

E l in memory of George L. 

trom, Jr. and George L. 
Ohrstrom, Sr^ at the Vir gin ia 
Fall Races Oct. 6. Carl Rafter 
right rode the 12 >year' 0 )d bay 
gelding Fields of Omagh to vic¬ 
tory over the Qenwood Park 
tioiber. 
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Coaching Weekend 

contmuedfKBn pa^ 6 


mfljmfactuied in die 19th cent 
are beautifully leslored, a g ain wil 
safety uppermost in drivers' minds. 

Once tne coaches, whips, and pas¬ 
sengers are on-site, orchestrating 
each day’s ride is also a mafor feat, A 
host of volunteers is needed to man¬ 
age traffic and ensure that each 
coach is where it ^lould be at the 
time it should be. A good manager 
places people at key points along me 
routes, walky-talki^ in hand to 
ensure good communication. 

This particular weekend, the 
combined efforts of whips, grooms, 
volunteers, traffic directors, coach- 
and-hamess polishers, and go-fers 
was much appredated. "The coach¬ 
ing event was incredible," writes 
Bocaner. "It literally brought tears to 
my eyes as eadi coach went by," 

Parsons said, ’The valuable time 
and efforts of so many volunteers 
combined to produce a stunning 
series of events. We can never 
express our thanks enough to the 
fantastic vohinleers and very gener¬ 
ous sponsors. It is because of this 
camr^erie and espirii de corps that it 
was so successful.’' 

Monticelli expressed a sentiment 
that many spectators, passengers 
and whips related to in a story she 
posted on a fox hunters' web site. 

"Sixteen hooves on die pavement 
as each carria g e clattered onto the 
road, sixteen hooves to beat a 



Goucher College alumni and friends visited die Library Oct. 11, > 
ing die exhibition of Alfred Munnings' paintings and a spedal tour of 
Library, "Part of what I love about my job is mowing me Librae’s col¬ 
lection to people like the group from Goucher CoUe^," said Librarian 
T.iftfl Campbell. ’They were delightful and truly appredated seeing and 
hearing about the treasures presented from the rare book room." 


rhythm, to sear a song in ycur soul of 
iron against asphalt, sixteen hooves 
and the incredibly joyous music that 
swelled and filled your senses with a 
sound that could not be denied, 
could not fail to toudi the heart of 
any horseman, sixteen hooves and 
legs sCrildng forward in complete 
unison as di^ dotted off, off into the 
Hiafanrp and uito their private world 


of yesteryear A world where car¬ 
riages niled the roadways,,.’' 

"It couldn’t have been nice^’' said 
OhrstTom, noting that the weekend 
was die largest gathering of four-in- 
hands since the NSL drive three 
years ago. ’’It really was spectacu¬ 
lar.- ^ 

—Louisa WoodviUe 



Please Support 

The NA’noNAL SpoR’nNG Library 

□ Chainnan’6 Council..$2,500 or more 

□ Guardian.$1,000 

□ Sponscc.5250 

□ Friend..$50 


Name _ 
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□ Please bill my Visa or MasterCaid 
Amount to be billed to oedU sid S 
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Signature 
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102’Ibe Plains Road, PO, Box 1555, MiddlebujgpVA 2011$ Telephonr &4CK$$7-6&42 Fax540-667«$540 
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The 2007 Chairman's Council 

The National Sporting Library wishes to recognize and ^lank the fbUowtng Qtairtnan's Council members whose 
donatior^ to the Library are S2^00 and above. These contributions form the foundation of Enandal support for the 

Library's operations. We are 

grateful for ^fts at all levels^ and we thank our many donors and friends. 
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